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Renembrances of tha Past 1in Good Qld River Grove ' ?
a i

River Grove came by itis nanme in 1588, EDefore that it was lmnown ac Turnor Parls,
I was born in River Grove in 1924, on llessiag Streot, The first boy afior virls,
rron what I heard from Ly motiner, I sucss my dad recally cclebrated, liy father wag lilled

by the Gramd Avenue rail road crossing in Dilmwood Parlk, in 1926. Leaving Ty mothor a
widow with § kids. BShe raised us o0 a wing and a prayer, with help from good old River
Crove neighborsa,

I remember when Grand Avenue was a dirt road leading fron the street car line on

the east side of llarlem Avenue. "hie Little Looap, known in thosce days, with iis dine
stores, Vfoolworth'g, Kresgles, Niesners and liclelln's, plus a fruli marke: and a few chce
anc clothing stores, ' '

they used to have horso drawn carriage funerals come down cher To Saint Jozcoih
and zZluwood Parl: cemetaries, The bis deal was Jameg I[iriets r s old »lace knovm as
the Fox Head Inn, Wliene PeIPy Gy ren AELrA [eneiEZnAass

A5 a boy I uszed to sit up in the mulberry trees which lined t
niles. One day, we watched a funeral just viest of Kirie!s=—=now MNr, B!'s=wica a ause

crowd of ald tourins cars and well-dressed mon with loads of flowers came by, Litile Gic .
we ¥now then it was the funeral Of Baby Face Nelson, killed in Illinoieg arter the dicot out
om Little Bohemia VWisconsin.zll the way into Tllinois, The head stone still reads Loszter

gllidg,
I vaguely remember thun Grand Avenue was being paved from Grand znd Harlea to
Thatcher in River Grove, The strest caved in and they found an old tunnel under o
fvenuo at Clinton, which led to a bullding dicguised as a milk company. Guess whal
iere hauling. ¥ MeT Ml ; 3
+ rememver old Senf's §iall at Thatcher and Grand, The biggest thing in River Grove,
where all deings from p0litical dances and 2larys were held upstalirs in the tiz hali, &~
Dovnstairs yus old Colbs
5 og

buying us teanis

S drygoods store, which sold cverything, I remember Iy outher
Or gym shoes for 50¢ a Pair. Overall paniz cost SC2.Cn the corpon
of tane building was a banite I will nover forget the day I was stancding by old dac coatg
arug score, later taken over vy Mr, and Hrsy Rl Jahnson? well known folks of River Grove

R3O a
Souwe men set fire to the Grove llonunent place just across the tracks to draw the wield”
village down there, Mhen they held up the, bank, which was run by 0ld Jossic Dedde. s ;

they rade their setaway they dropped some coing which I picked up. ILater on, Audy Erizh
and Cisris Mnrdel <from Viood Street Onvened up Leyden Currency there, -

Tiere was a theatre at River Terrace and Grand called the River Terrace. 1In burned
down in about 1923 or 129, '

I started school at River Grove School Digtrict 857 which had two old wecoden
rortable puildinss. One building was from first trade through 4th, The otLo- was Ifron

it 'through Sth.rrade, riganwhile, they finished the original briclk cchoollticuse, and

doved us in thero in 19294 I was in t:e Tirst first grade class to enter the oow 51 il o g
“ne cornersitone had the namo of Hre, Lewis Stark,of the school board, The greatest :
principal I've ever liaown was 1lr, Jacit Kellops. Loved by every lild that ever wen: to that
gcnool. Tihe two portable buildings weroe moved, one across from the school, which becas
o 1ittle school store for L3, PRPun by the Larsen's=—inlawvs of pill Wood, an old River
Grove fireman, The other portable building was moved down to 8310 Grand Avenue, wuich
vezane the 0ld River Grove Edelid Jiall, A meeting hall for the Logionnairo:r the hidver
Grove VWomen's Club and all other occasions,Back 3n 1925, 129 and '50 River Grove business
“2Lused to get together and hold an annual picnic, and 3 or & Leyden busces hauled

o Lown out -po Lalo 2urich. We all wore butiongs and tho signs on the busses read "pos's
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©9 & xover, bLe a River Grover.!" - e cwam, had games, races, balloons, free Lot douss and
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50.% pop, Each family brought a basket lunch, I Trezenber one yecar my mother $ot o prize
Our hams=‘for daving the largest family there, ‘hose were wonderful ncooriec,
fars old, after school, I would ciart at doc Capuls drug store ang 50 et
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Anm 50 pounds of ice for his large Hires Root Deer wooden barrel up on the soda counter, -
men I would go next store to Paul Guhlls Balery and clean the balzing table, the {locr fagoia) T
dean all his dougk and crean nixers, For that I roceived a loaf of bread and a dowsen solls, 7
‘een I would po next store to Stanley Cartwright's veat market and si: on o peddle Qrivean =
;rinder and sharpen a1l his cleavers and knifes., Fo r that I would get 1 pousd of hanburger, k%*
;ONI0 POTIT ¢hopo and usually a large ‘soup bone, Theh, next store, was an A & 2 store run B . e
i e Adamse I would clean up his store, tale out the:garbage, and my pay was a pound of e
5 o'cloci: coffoe (its cost was 1he a pound), a pachkage of poratoes, and some lard or fruit, .
‘hen, froa there, to Ray Jonos barber snop at 8340 Grand, where we lived in one of the flats .
ipstairs.s I would clean his snop, and got a dime and a free hair cut when needed, I thoxn j;'
elpcd the shoemaker next door, and he would fix all our shoes for us, Then, wiere Iary's =
i1l ic row, was Stolpe's old tailor 5hop. He used to chasc ne with a pair of zhears bocausgm -

T would chin myself on his awvnings Gil Palm and myself: I grew up with Gil when his Zathor
wha movher, John and Mary, had a little wooden hardwarce store there. Gil'z come a long way e
since that the 1little building I remcmber, ; S e

4¢T0s8s the sireet, where the Grand Tap now rogsides was a small Fational Tea ctore, run .
by a lire 1line, . = = o

lic had a small local paper in those days called theRiver Grove Clarion, They had a -
pozulardty contest bacl in 1952 and ny slster, who worked at the Hational Tea, won thHat Misg :
Jiver Crove contest, She is now irse Richard Pauwels of 2404 Rhodes, I won a bicyclo in —

1737 in a contest at Refiners Pride, given by old Hontana Charlie Rced, The contest lacted 6 o~
zonehs, and you had to get people to tura im your name wien they bought gasoline. I wen P
unaninouslye That was a proud day, _ .

I repenmber when the old telcphone company burned down on Thatcher, which iz now i

puarstoff's Florist, Illinois Bell erected a large quanset hu% behind Quarstoff's on center =
sirect and in a rmatter orf days had the service running gmoothly while they were congiructing

tho faew building where they are now located, Great work by a great company. ~
¥e had many great past officals, Hayors, police and firemen, in this topnotek villaze,
In-zy eaving =01 on¢ of R*ver Grove's finest citizens was mayor Martin Enger, T thinl: the L
Inger Tanily is known and respected by ‘all,” 01d Thief Frank Wiemerslage, bacl in the '303, =
was quite a police chief, He rode d bicycle around town until the village got a zotor -
cyele with a sidecar, and Jinm Dougherty or Kip Davis wouléd drive hinp around town, Anotier e
giear guy was Al Schnitt, our village engineer and surveyor, : ‘ 75
Later on, about 14 or 15 years old, & of us local boys formed a square dance band, Iraic
Wwozniak on the accordian, Rich Demcinsl:i, the guitar, Harry Pugesck fron iaple Siroet,; The R
guitar, and mysel?s, the fiddle and mandolin. Three of my sisters sang with us, e nlayed T a
oiien as guests on the old WLS Darn Danco, And also W3JD, We also played and cang over &he =

radio for tho iloody Bible Institute. Once we were aslked by Art Haugen,~an 0ld Ziver Groves -
and politician, to play for Governor Dwight Qreene s+ 4 ﬂ;g o;;uvcrz IN ThHE Lo p Tosay om0

From hero on I guess you lmow the rest of my life, I was hired over a Cociza Cola ina;fa
19452 97 acting postmaster lir, Edward Jacobsen, 2500 Budd Street, My Jjob conzisted af
vhne train twice a cay and wheel the pail in a cart I buillt to the post office, and twico a
cay I would wheel outgoing mail bacl: and mee: +the mall coa@h. I used to hang up thre pouch
oun the rack and ithe fast Hiawatha from Onchia would grab R A arme . I also ran Special
Deliveries on foot all over River Grove. I ot 10¢ for oaéh,special. I was alco Lhe post
@ifice janitor for 19 years. Tor 15 dollars a‘month9 extra. I was the town's second motl =
carriers Bill Schultz and mysclf handlod the whole town, I brousht mail.to the Village zall =
Jolice and Fire 5553%%§chts; vhich wero all in the old building for 33 yoarc. Ac you !movw, e
- rovired on Hew Year's Ive 1975, I wmiss you all, So lisiten Diver Grovers, We have tho

createct village in the U, 35, here, co lots all dig in and see what wo can do for our village, .
Lots zalto this Dicenntennial an occacion %o be proud of, CTLlecs you all, .
Tour o0ld mail man, i,

! , , Andrew R, Madscn -

‘phone: GL 6 « 30381 -




