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�e River Grove Fire Department responded to 2228 calls in 2020, of which 888 were �re related and 1340 were 
EMS related. Covid-19 has brought many challenges to all of us but especially to our public safety o�cers on the 
front line of this pandemic. �e �re department and the Village experienced a devastating loss. In the line of duty, 
�re�ghter/paramedic Robert David Reisinger was lost to Covid. He had been a part of the River Grove Fire 
Department for over 18 years. We must remember that every day is a gift.

In 2021 the Village will be purchasing a new Ford E450 Wheeled Coach Ambulance that will be equipped with a 
Stryker Power Stretcher that will assist in preventing back injuries to our employees and a state of the art Lifepak 15 
Cardiac Monitor, allowing us to provide maximum cardiac care to our patients. �e 2007 spare ambulance will be 
used as a trade-in, and our 2014 ambulance will become a secondary. We look forward to showcasing this new vehicle 
in future newsletters. 

I am humbled by your continued con�dence in me and the team I have put in place. Remember I am not only an 
elected o�cial, but I am also your neighbor, a dad, a businessman and a friend. I have a great love for our community 
and would ask that you hold me accountable for the decisions I make for this community. We have come a long way 
in the past four years and I look forward to much more in the next four years.  With your help and input we will 
make it happen. Please feel free to reach out to myself or anyone of my directors to address any questions or concerns.

�ank you for taking the time to read the State of the Village. We will continue to work hard for our residents and 
move our town forward.

Dave Guerin   Village President  mayor@rivergroveil.gov

www.rivergroveil.gov

     Looking at Capital Planning for the future of River Grove in 2021: cont. 

Spruce Street Park - �e Village has set aside funds to update the kiddie park at Spruce Street and Wrightwood Avenue. �is 
park was last updated in 1995 and is a great location for Grovers to bring their kids to enjoy the swings and burn o� energy.

Grand Avenue and Erie Street Sitting Park and additional Parking - �is project will clean up the southwest corner of 
Grand Avenue and Erie Street by adding a green space, seating and additional parking for our growing businesses. 

�e River Grove Police Department is continually working to ensure that River Grove is the safest community in the 
area. �e U.S. Department of Justice awarded the police department a $250,000.00 grant through the Community 
Oriented Police Service (COPS) which is speci�cally earmarked for the hiring of two new police o�cers, who were 
then promptly hired. �e police department also received a Com-Ed Powering Safe Communities matching grant. 
�at Com-Ed grant was earmarked for the purchase of three radar tra�c signs. Two of the radar signs were 
permanently mounted near River Grove and Rhodes Schools. �e third sign was mounted to a mobile trailer and will 
be moved around the village as needed. �e police administration supports sensible police reform and transparency 
initiatives. Building on that concept, in late 2020 police administrators modi�ed portions of the police department 
use of force policy which made the department compliant with an unfunded federal mandate. To ful�ll the mandate 
requirement, a completed application, outlining the modi�cations, was submitted, accepted, and approved seven weeks 
ahead of the deadline. �is compliance ensures that future federal grant consideration for the village will not be in 
jeopardy due to non-compliance of the mandate. As previously mentioned, the police department hired two new 
full-time patrol o�cers. �ose full-time 
additions bring the number of full-time o�cers 
to one of the highest levels in the history of the 
police department. I along with the Chief 
remain committed to increasing the police 
sta�ng level which will add to a greater visible 
police presence, and a quicker response to calls 
for service throughout the village. Moreover, to 
enhance department e�ciency, the village hired 
a new Deputy Chief of Police. �e Deputy 
Chief will assist with handling administrative 
and day-to-day police operations, as well as 
leading forth coming initiatives which will be 
launched in 2021.


